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Agenda
▪ PBL Learning Needs Research Process Checklist
▪ Available library resources for LN research
▪ Search Demonstrations
▪ Citing and evaluating sources
▪ Questions

There will be live demonstrations and quiz questions 
throughout the presentation.



Learning Objectives
By the end of this presentation, students will be able to:

▪ Use PBL research guides to identify relevant resources for PBL 
cases and learning needs. 

▪ Construct a search of ebooks to find information to address 
PBL learning needs.

▪ Evaluate and cite all sources used in Learning Need packet



Learning Needs Packet: 
References/Sources

▪ Using appropriate references and sources is an 
important step in compiling your Learning Needs 
packet

▪ WDL librarians are available to help you find the best 
sources to conduct research on your Learning Needs 
topic



PBL Learning Needs Research Process Checklist

1. Find the library PBL Research Guide for your case

2. Search within textbooks found on PBL Research Guide

3. Search within textbooks found on “Recommended Textbook List for PBL” 

4. Search within textbooks in ebook collection databases using suggested 
keywords

5. Search for ebooks in USC Libraries Catalog using suggested keywords

6. Search in other databases using suggested keywords (if needed) 

7. Articles & Websites- view articles/websites from case guide, find &
    evaluate online sources (if needed)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zk2CoqQoAvwFS92wdIoBkpqBfVeK38pmVtbWthIsVTg/edit?usp=sharing


PBL Students Page
▪ Start at WDL homepage 

https://libraries.usc.edu/wdl 

▪ Click PBL Students link under 
“Resources For” 

▪ PBL Students Page includes:
□ List of case guides
□ Link to “List of Recommended 

Textbooks for PBL”
□ Ebook collections
□ PBL Citations Guide
□ and more!

https://libraries.usc.edu/wdl


PBL Learning Needs Research Process Checklist

1. Find the library PBL Research Guide for your case

2. Search within textbooks found on PBL Research Guide

3. Search within textbooks found on “Recommended Textbook List for PBL” 

4. Search within textbooks in ebook collection databases using suggested 
keywords

5. Search for ebooks in USC Libraries Catalog using suggested keywords

6. Search in other databases using suggested keywords (if needed) 

7. Articles & Websites- view articles/websites from case guide, find &
    evaluate online sources (if needed)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zk2CoqQoAvwFS92wdIoBkpqBfVeK38pmVtbWthIsVTg/edit?usp=sharing


PBL: Verna Williams

● Start your Learning Needs 
research by searching within 
the  textbooks listed for the 
case and those on the List of 
Recommended Textbooks for 
PBL

● All textbooks are organized 
by biomedical subject area

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1B0BlfhVWisO7Bd5h_UfnOLWc1JuFCeuGXJKIMGiSpm8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1B0BlfhVWisO7Bd5h_UfnOLWc1JuFCeuGXJKIMGiSpm8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1B0BlfhVWisO7Bd5h_UfnOLWc1JuFCeuGXJKIMGiSpm8/edit?usp=sharing


 More PBL Library Resources
● Ebook collections- Access 

Medicine, Clinical Key, R2 
Library, Stat!Ref

● USC Libraries catalog - find 
books/ebooks 

● Databases & Clinical tools- 
UpToDate, Lexicomp for Den, 
PubMed 
○ Won’t use articles much 

for PBL



PBL Learning Needs Research Process Checklist

1. Find the library PBL Research Guide for your case

2. Search within textbooks found on PBL Research Guide

3. Search within textbooks found on “Recommended Textbook List for PBL” 

4. Search within textbooks in ebook collections using suggested keywords

5. Search for ebooks in USC Libraries Catalog using suggested keywords

6. Search in other databases using suggested keywords (if needed) 

7. Articles & Websites- view articles/websites from case guide, find &
    evaluate online sources (if needed)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zk2CoqQoAvwFS92wdIoBkpqBfVeK38pmVtbWthIsVTg/edit?usp=sharing


Access Medicine 

▪ Browse by topic or search 
by keyword

▪ Good for anatomy, 
diseases, lab results, drug 
info, quizzes



ClinicalKey 

▪ Features broad coverage 
of biomedical, medical & 
dental topics

▪ Browse by topic or search 
by keyword



R2 Library

▪ Features broad coverage 
of biomedical, medical & 
dental topics

▪ Browse by topic or 
search by keyword



Stat!Ref

▪ Best coverage of 
dentistry topics! 

▪ Small collection but very 
relevant results

▪ Browse by topic or 
search by keyword



PBL Learning Needs Research Process Checklist

1. Find the library PBL Research Guide for your case

2. Search within textbooks found on PBL Research Guide

3. Search within textbooks found on “Recommended Textbook List for PBL” 

4. Search within textbooks in ebook collection databases using suggested 
keywords

5. Search for ebooks in USC Libraries Catalog using suggested keywords

6. Search in other databases using suggested keywords (if needed) 

7. Articles & Websites- view articles/websites from case guide, find &
    evaluate online sources (if needed)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zk2CoqQoAvwFS92wdIoBkpqBfVeK38pmVtbWthIsVTg/edit?usp=sharing


Library catalog search
▪ Search here to find ebooks, print books, journal 

articles
▪ Search for specific titles, topics, authors
▪ Find location of physical items/links to online 

content



Library catalog 
Refine search by: 
▪ Availability- online
▪ Date
▪ Material type- books 
▪ Subject

See item availability:
▪ Available online
▪ Available at Wilson 

Dental Library



Viewing ebooks 
▪ Click on title of book 

in catalog results

▪ Click link under “View 
Online”

▪ Sign in with USC Net 
ID & password 

▪ Some (but NOT all) 
ebooks permit 
chapter PDF 
downloads



PBL Learning Needs Research Process Checklist

1. Find the library PBL Research Guide for your case

2. Search within textbooks found on PBL Research Guide

3. Search within textbooks found on “Recommended Textbook List for PBL” 

4. Search within textbooks in ebook collection databases using suggested 
keywords

5. Search for ebooks in USC Libraries Catalog using suggested keywords

6. Search in other databases using suggested keywords (if needed) 

7. Articles & Websites- view articles/websites from case guide, find &
    evaluate online sources (if needed)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zk2CoqQoAvwFS92wdIoBkpqBfVeK38pmVtbWthIsVTg/edit?usp=sharing


Clinical Tools
▪ UpToDate

□ Evidence-based summaries of health topics
□ Use for your own knowledge/background info
□ Cite the original source 
□ Good for finding clinical practice guidelines

▪ Lexicomp for Den
□ Drug info
□ “Effects on dental treatment” section
□ Helpful for drug-related LNs



PubMed database  

▪ Useful for finding journal 
articles, systematic 
reviews, clinical 
guidelines

▪ Won’t use articles much 
for PBL PubMed Basic Search

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1riqPUewWw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1riqPUewWw
https://youtu.be/n1riqPUewWw


FindIt@USC  

▪ Look for the “Find It @ 
USC” button to access 
full-text articles through 
USC Libraries 
subscriptions

Get Full Text Articles Using 
Find it @ USC 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUzzMOQbp58
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUzzMOQbp58
https://youtu.be/HUzzMOQbp58
https://youtu.be/HUzzMOQbp58


PBL Learning Needs Research Process Checklist

1. Find the library PBL Research Guide for your case

2. Search within textbooks found on PBL Research Guide

3. Search within textbooks found on “Recommended Textbook List for PBL” 

4. Search within textbooks in ebook collection databases using suggested 
keywords

5. Search for ebooks in USC Libraries Catalog using suggested keywords

6. Search in other databases using suggested keywords (if needed) 

7. Articles & Websites- view articles/websites from case guide, find &
    evaluate online sources (if needed)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zk2CoqQoAvwFS92wdIoBkpqBfVeK38pmVtbWthIsVTg/edit?usp=sharing


Evaluating sources  

▪ Is your source….
□ scholarly/peer-reviewed? 
□ timely? 
□ objective?
□ authoritative?
□ relevant?

Consider these factors when deciding if an article or 
website is appropriate to use for your LN packet



Journal types  
▪ Scholarly or Peer-Reviewed

□ Rigorous Peer-Review, author’s credentials 
listed, post-graduate reading level 

□ Great sources for specific information

▪ Trade
□ Professional journals –articles are related to 

specific profession, authorship varies

▪ Popular
□ Magazines, newspapers – lots of ads and 

shorter articles



Scholarly books  

▪ Similar characteristics of 
scholarly journals

▪ Published by academic presses 
or other reputable publishers

▪ NOT self-published

▪ Great resources for broad or 
background information



Google Scholar  

▪ Able to “Customize for 
USC Libraries”

▪ Be careful - make sure to 
only cite peer-reviewed 
books & articles

▪ Not the best resource for 
PBL Customize Google Scholar 

for USC Libraries

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HlwGxJ2n5Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HlwGxJ2n5Q
https://youtu.be/-HlwGxJ2n5Q
https://youtu.be/-HlwGxJ2n5Q


Google Images 

▪ Try to use images, tables from textbooks or scholarly articles
▪ If you use Google Images, limit to Creative Commons License 

under Tools -> Usage Rights
▪ Multimedia Resources (Health Sciences) - reliable sources for 

medical images

https://libguides.usc.edu/healthsciences/multimedia


Which websites are reliable?  

▪ Government-sponsored websites (nih.gov, cdc.gov, 
fda.gov)

▪ Professional dental or medical societies (ADA, CDA, 
AMA)

▪ Some academic medical websites (.edu) – always check 
with your facilitator



Evaluating Consumer health websites 

▪ Use for your own 
knowledge building or 
background information

▪ Learn about a concept & 
identify relevant search 
terms

▪ Not peer-reviewed



Evaluating Wikipedia  
▪ Use for your own knowledge 

building/ background 
information

▪ Learn about a concept & 
identify relevant search terms

▪ View references (bottom of 
page) for more sources on 
topic

▪ Not peer-reviewed



Timeliness   

▪ How old is the 
publication? 

▪ Have there been 
major changes or 
developments since 
it was published?



Objectivity    
▪ Is there any bias? 

▪ Was the research 
funded by a 
corporation or 
other invested 
party?

▪ Are they trying to 
sell you 
something?



Authority    

▪ Is the author:

□ an authority on   
the topic? 

□ from a reputable 
institution?



Relevance    

▪ Is it relevant to 
your topic?

▪ Quality resources 
should be relevant 
AND meet criteria 
for:

□ Peer-Reviewed
□ Timeliness
□ Objectivity
□ Authority



PBL & Citing sources  

▪ Cite all your sources! 
▪ PBL Citations guide

□ Follow examples created by Ostrow faculty. Email wdl@usc.edu if 
you need help. 

▪ Additional Citation Resources:
□ USC Libraries Citation Guide
□ Crossref - for finding doi

Double check citations generated automatically from 
databases & ebook collections for accuracy

https://libguides.usc.edu/healthsciences/pblcitations
mailto:wdl@usc.edu
https://libguides.usc.edu/healthsciences/citingresources
https://libguides.usc.edu/citation
https://www.crossref.org/


Questions
?
Thank you!

Jennifer Silverman, MLIS
Information Services Librarian
jas84961@usc.edu

Scan the QR code to complete 
our feedback survey or use link 
in chat

mailto:jas84961@usc.edu
https://usc.libwizard.com/f/DDSlibraryorientationpt2feedback

