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What is a Learning Need Packet?

➢ Derived from the need to learn a topic to 
address the hypotheses/ideas and 
understand the patient problem

➢ Assigned to each student during the PBL 
session

➢ Constructed independently by each 
student

➢ Produced in form of a digital PDF or word 
document 



File name

➢ Save all the learning needs files in the 
following format:

“PBL.case#.Part#.Group#.Initials.Title (topic)”

Example:

PBL.2301.Part1.Z3.MZD.Vital signs



Header

➢ Case number 2301

➢ Case title Verna Williams

➢ Part of case Part 1

➢ Title “Vital Signs”

➢ Name of student Maggie David

➢ Group number Z3
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References / Sources

➢ Search for sources that will provide the information 
needed according to the assigned learning need:

Electronic or physical Books (reliable and up-to-date)
Text books (doctoral level)
Scientific research journals
Evidence-based sources
Reliable websites (government, universities, foundations, etc

Google Images (if verified reliable source of origin)

➢ List all resources used in the learning need (proper and 

complete citations)

➢ Add a note as to what information you got from what 
source.



Suggested sources
Useful Textbooks Available at the Wilson Dental Library compiled by the faculty:

Class of 2023 Intranet

And more……..

https://libraries.usc.edu/

https://libraries.usc.edu/


References / Sources

➢ If you have trouble finding the information you need……

ASK FOR HELP!

• Librarians
• Facilitator
• Group members
• Faculty



Examples of Citation
Book:

Kumar V, Cotran RS, Robbins SL. Robbins Basic Pathology. 7th ed., W.B. 
and Suanders Company; 2007: Chapter 11, 13. Print.

e-Book:
Taylor Palmer, "Chapter 9. Agents Acting at the Neuromuscular 
Junction and Autonomic Ganglia" (Chapter). Brunton LL, Lazo JS, Parker 
KL: Goodman & Gilman's The Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics, 
11th Edition: http://www.accessmedicine.com/content.aspx?aID=957196

Journal Article:
Rothwell PM. Algra A. Amarenco P. Lancet. 377(9778):1681-92, 2011 
May 14. [Journal Article. Review].

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21571151

Website:
http://www.cda.org/Portals/0/pdfs/fact_sheets/gum_disease_english.
pdf

http://www.accessmedicine.com/content.aspx?aID=957196
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21571151
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Content
➢ Serves as main source of information to acquire or advance knowledge 

on your  topic

➢ Information pertinent to testing the validity of the hypothesis/ideas 
assigned to the student   

➢ Start with a general overview and then focus on the particular

➢ Example:
➢ Learning need : Aspirin

➢ Content:
➢ What type of drugs does aspirin belongs to?

➢ Commercial and generic names

➢ Structure

➢ Mechanism of action (illustrate)

➢ Pharmacokinetics

➢ Doses

➢ Uses

➢ Contraindications

➢ Side effects

➢ Drug interactions

Where am I going to get this information: Pharmacology textbooks, Pharmacological databases



Content
➢ Information extracted from dependable sources. If possible, always 

start with a text book and update/complement from other sources. 
However, if the same, you don’t need to repeat information from the 
other sources. Edit to avoid repetition.

➢ You can cut and paste into a working file (WORD™ or Google drive file)

➢ Appropriate level of knowledge. Do not use books, magazines or 
websites designed to patients. You are the doctor not the patient. 

➢ Well organized, include as many pictures, diagrams, flow charts, tables, 
etc. If you are thinking about it, illustrate!

➢ Use several different sources for your content, Make it easy to read: 
create paragraphs, use the same font (not too small not to big), embed 
the pictures or tables in the text, highlight, etc. It makes a big 
difference!
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Hypothesis/Idea Validation

➢ State and analyze each one of the ideas assigned to 
your learning need

➢ Validate or invalidate the idea based on your 
learning need

➢ Provide an explanation as why you 
validate/invalidate the idea

➢ Revise the idea based on your newly acquired 
knowledge 
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Summary 

sum·ma·ry

noun

1. a brief statement or account of the main points of something.

"a summary of Chapter Three"
synonyms: synopsis, précis, résumé, abstract, digest, encapsulation, abbreviated 
version

adjective

1. dispensing with needless details or formalities; brief.

"summary financial statements"
synonyms: abridged, abbreviated, shortened, condensed, concise, capsule, 
succinct, short, brief, pithy; formal compendious "a summary financial 
statement"



What is in Summary?

➢ A brief description of the major points or 
highlights of your content

➢ Not a repetition of the facts

➢ No more than one page

➢ Do not place tables, pictures, diagrams, etc

➢ Enough information and detail to understand all 
aspects of the topic

➢ Not designed to replace the content
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Patient Analysis

Apply the information you learned to 
the case 

➢ Search, copy, paste, read, understand and then: 
apply! 

➢ How this knowledge helps you understand what 
is going on with the case

➢ Explain with your own words what is happening 
to the patient based on what you learn

➢ Do not repeat the facts! Only what is 
necessary for your analysis.



Example

Learning need: Hepatic panel lab values

Patient analysis: how are the patient’s 
values? If they are normal, what does it 
mean? If they are abnormal, what does it 
mean? Why where those tests done? 
What are the consequences of those 
values? How it helps you understand the 
patient? What do you think is wrong with 
the patient?



Components

➢ Summary

➢ Patient analysis

➢ Hypothesis/Idea validation

➢ Content 

➢ List of references



➢ Learning need packet should be free of grammatical and spelling 
errors 

➢ Edit to avoid repetition

➢ Appropriate length: There are NO minimum pages! There are NO 
maximum pages! Will always depend on the topic!

➢ Should have all the information necessary to acquire the 
appropriate knowledge of the topic and address the 
hypothesis/ideas 

➢ Don’t skip parts that you think you know….maybe other members of 
the group don’t!

Grammar & Format 



Last advice

➢Send/upload your learning 
needs packets on time

➢Read all learning needs and 
come prepared to the 
sessions.


