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Look for the signs

 

Thai writing derives from a South Indian
script that came to Southeast Asia 1600
or more years ago.  It is phonetic,
consisting of 42 consonants and 31
vowels.  Armenian writing was adapted
from the Greek alphabet at roughly the
same time and consists of 31 consonants
and 7 vowels.  Comparisons of the two
are rarely made, but in Los Angeles,
where Thai Town and Little Armenia
overlap along Hollywood Blvd., it is
possible to see signs in Thai next to
signs in Armenian.
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Thai Town: A Culinary and Historical Tour

Participation in this Visions & Voices events is available to students
through a lottery.  Sign up for the drawing begins September 29th.
See Details.

Los Angeles can now lay claim to having the largest concentration of Thais outside of
Thailand itself.  The community's business and cultural center is Thai Town, several
blocks along Hollywood Blvd--in East Hollywood.  Here, Angelenos transplanted from
Thailand, their children and grandchildren, can see signs written in the unique Thai
alphabet, hear Thai spoken--and sung--and enjoy the tastes and scents of their
homeland.  It is also a place where non-Thais can find help in acculturating themselves
to the global city that LA is ever in the process of becoming.
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2011 Hollywood Thai Town Songkran Festival

Click here for Songkran video.
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Related Research Guides

Asian American Studies

Los Angeles and Southern California

American Studies and Ethnicity
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Apsonsi-Thai Angel & Palm
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Thai Elvis
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Sources on the Web

Los Angeles' Thai language
newspapers:

Siamtown US

Thai Town USA News
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Search for Articles

Ethnic NewsWatch
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History

Thais in Los Angeles - Martorell,
Chanchanit and Beatrice Morlan
Call Number: (Not held by USC
Libraries)
ISBN: 9780738581842
Publication Date: 2011

We the People: Asians in the
United States (electronic
resource) - Reeves, Terrance
Call Number: (Online Library) C
3.205/8-3:17
Publication Date: 2004

http://www.census.gov/prod/2004pubs/censr-17.pdf
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS61564
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Thai language

Thai, An Essential Grammar -
Smyth, David
Call Number: (Doheny) PL4163.S64
2002
ISBN: 0415226147
Publication Date: 2002

Oxford-River Books English-
Thai Dictionary - Manlikamāt,
Parīmā
Call Number: (Reference)
PL4187.E5O94 2010
ISBN: 9780199562916
Publication Date: 2010
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Thai Town's Not Just for Thais

Thai, Indian, Armenian, and Salvadoran businesses
share a building

Panos Bakery 5150 Hollywood Blvd 
Armenian, Middle Eastern, and European desserts
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Thailand Plaza

5321 Hollywood Blvd.
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Siam Book Center

5178 Hollywood Blvd. (323) 665-4236

Comments (0)

Nuch Royal Thai Spa

5300 Hollywood Blvd. (323) 461-4400
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USC Libraries »  LibGuides »  Visions & Voices: Thai Town: A Culinary and Historical Tour

Visions & Voices: Thai Town: A Culinary and Historical Tour   Tags: asian_americans, ethnic_studies, los_angeles, visions_voices  

Visions + Voices walking tour of Thai Town takes place on Saturday, October 22nd, between 9:45 am and 2 pm. Sign up early, as space is limited.

Last Updated: Aug 30, 2012  URL: http://libguides.usc.edu/ThaiTown  Print Guide Email Alerts

Places  Comments(0) Print Page   Search:    This Guide Search

Powered by Springshare; All rights reserved. Report a tech support issue.
View this page in a format suitable for printers and screen-readers or mobile devices.

* Asterisk in guide title indicates core subject guide

research support & tools libraries, collections, partners library services about usc libraries

This Guide

http://www.usc.edu/libraries/services/ask_a_librarian
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/services/ask_a_librarian
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/services/ask_a_librarian
http://libguides.usc.edu/aecontent.php?pid=252789&sid=2086893
http://libguides.usc.edu/admin.php
http://libguides.usc.edu/logout.php?key=f11d708d62d1c46dbbe6c75a8314890f
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/services/dear_library/
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/arc/libraries/eastasian/images/ThaiTown007.jpg
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/arc/libraries/eastasian/images/ThaiTown002.jpg
http://www.panospastry.com/
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/arc/libraries/eastasian/images/ThaiPlaza.jpg
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/arc/libraries/eastasian/images/ThaiTown005.jpg
http://www.nuchroyalthaispa.com/
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/arc/libraries/eastasian/images/ThaiTown009.jpg
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/
http://libguides.usc.edu/index.php
http://libguides.usc.edu/searchtags.php?iid=&tag=asian_americans
http://libguides.usc.edu/searchtags.php?iid=&tag=ethnic_studies
http://libguides.usc.edu/searchtags.php?iid=&tag=los_angeles
http://libguides.usc.edu/searchtags.php?iid=&tag=visions_voices
http://libguides.usc.edu/ThaiTown
http://libguides.usc.edu/print_content.php?pid=252789&sid=2086893&mode=g
http://libguides.usc.edu/print_content.php?pid=252789&sid=2086893
http://www.springshare.com/
http://libguides.usc.edu/support.php
http://libguides.usc.edu/print_content.php?pid=252789&sid=2086893
http://libguides.usc.edu/content_mobile.php?pid=252789&sid=2086893
http://www.usc.edu/libraries
http://www.usc.edu/


Getting there - Visions & Voices: Thai Town: A Culinary and Historical Tour - LibGuides at University of Southern California

http://libguides.usc.edu/content.php?pid=252789&sid=2086895[7/16/2014 5:25:03 PM]

 Ask a Librarian

jouchida@usc.edu «  Guide Admin «  Dashboard «  Sign Out

© University of Southern California Contact us

Home Read About It Places Getting there

LADOT Dash

 

Metro's Hollywood / Western Station
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Metro Bus and Rail Service

If the Metro Rail Service is convenient for you, the most convenient station for Thai Town is at Hollywood and
Western on the Metro Red Line.  It's a short walk from there to restaurants and shops.   Routes, fares and
schedules can be seen at the LA Metro Home website.  If you use the Trip Planner on that site, you can enter
"University of Southern California" and "Hollywood Western Station" as points of departure and arrival and you will
see several alternative routes.
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By Car

Driving from campus to Thai Town is pretty simple.  From campus, you can drive north on Vermont Street to
Hollywood Blvd.  Turn left, drive past Normandie and look for parking.
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