


diversity and quantity. Each year there is a steady stream on Cervantes' life and works and
more recently on Cervantes and cinema. Many of the best articles appear in the Anales
Cervantinos and Cervantes: Bulletin of the Cervantes Society of America.

Since 1203 filmmakers have attempted to adapt Don Quixote to the silverscreen orin
televised productions, with varying degrees of success. The critically-acclaimed 2002
documentary Lost in La Mancha best depicts the artistic process and dilemmas involved in
adapting the novel to film. Even the field of medicine has a conceptual model associated
with film, entitled the "Don Quixote effect,”" which encourages empathy and altruism in
medical students by bridging the gap between an illusion on film of a terminally ill patient
and the reality of patient care.

Cervantes and his masterpiece are also on the Internet on hundreds of websites and a
digital library, Biblioteca Virtual Miguel de Cervantes, is named in his honor. Don Quixote
continues to resonates with young and old. The characters and adventures of Don Quixote
and Sancho Panza, their images and exploits, are ubiquitous and recognizable even by
many who have not read the novel or seen the films. (2/2009BR)
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Cervantes'place-names: a lexicen - by Eugene C. Torbert
ISBN/ISSN: 0810811391

Enciclopedia cervantina, - by J.B. Avalle-Arce.

Enciclopedia del Quijote - by Cesar Vidal.
ISBN/ISSN: 8408030485

Gran enciclopedia cervantina

An Iconography of Don Quixote, 1605 to 1895. London, 1895. - by Henry
Spencer Ashbee.

An index to Don Quijote: including proper names and notable matters - by
Richard Predmore.
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I1. Cervantes: A Short Biography

Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra (1547-1616) was born in the university town of Alcala de
Henares near Madrid, Spain. He lived during the literary Golden Age, a period of immense
cultural flowering that produced some of the finest drama, poetry and fiction ever written. In
contrast it was also a period of military and religious conflicts, economic bankruptcy of the
state under Philip I, censorship and the Inquisition, and the great plague. The few details
we know about Cervantes' life, education, creative mind, ideals and philosophies have been
pieced together over the centuries from records in Spanish archives and from his own in his
publications. Cervantes' life story is novelesgue, and somewhat parallels that of his tragic-
comic character Don Quixote and the historic events of the time-travel to Rome to serve in
the household of a cardinal at 22, his heroic military service at age 24 in the great
Mediterranean naval battle of Lepanto, a permanently wounded left arm, years of captivity
by Algerian pirates, escape attempts and ransom, sundry jobs that often landed him in jail, a
failed marriage, brief stints in jail for financial difficulties, excommunications by the Church,
and denied posts in the New World. Literature was central to his life. During all his trials,
tribulations and rejections he never ceased writing. It never brought him wealth nor
recognition for military service from the King. He had given much to his homeland without
reward.

Cervantes abilities as a great story-teller, coupled with a brilliant satirical mind were
nourished by reading and travel. One of the most informed of his generation, his knowledge
of and admiration for literature is well documented in his works. In one he writes "he who
travels much and reads much, sees much and knows much." The most prolific innovative
writer of his time, he created two new literary genre, the novel and the first short stories in
Spanish. Cervantes was also an accomplished poet and playwright. His first published
works in 1569 were four poems from his youth, and his first attempt to earn a living by
writing was the pastoral romance La Galatea (1585). He had modest financial success with
his plays beginning in 1681, joined a literary salon in Madrid in 1586, and wrote poems in
1588 on the defeat of "invincible" Spanish Armada. A contemporary of the greatest writers
and artists of the Renaissance, including two of the greatest playwrights of all time, Lope de
\ega and Shakespeare, Cervantes probably never knew the English bard, but reference to
Cervantes' creations appear in Shakepeare's plays.

After the remarkable success of Don Quixote Part 1 in1605 he received essential financial
support from a benefactor Conde de Lemos, finally able to devote himself to his writing full
time. In his remaining decade, in his sixties and in ill health, he produced an avalanche of
his best works: in 1613, Ocho comedias y ocho entremeses/Eight Plays and Eight Farces,
and short stories, Novelas Ejemplares/Exemplary Novels, followed in 1615 by the novel Don
Quixote de la Mancha, Part I, writing the final preface to his enigmatic allegorical romance,
Los trabajos de Pérciles y Sigismunda/The Trials of Persiles and Sigismunda, on his
deathbed. He died on April 23, 1616. He would have been gratified to know that even after
four centuries his works are celebrated and studied even more than ever before.
(2/2009BR)
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Cervantes was writing the second part of Don Quijote when in 1614 an anonymous author,
under the pseudonym Alonso Fernandez de Avellaneda, published a second rate
apocryphal version. Cervantes rushed to complete his Part Il by 1615.

During the 17" ¢. Don Quixote de fa Mancha was printed a dozen more times in Spanish
with both parts together, and was known in all the courts and nations of Europe and Russia.
The spread of the novel had just begun. By the 400t anniversary in 2005 sixty million
copies had been printed, in hundreds of languages, in nearly 3000 editicns. Don Quixote is
considered the most published and translated book after the Bible. (2/2009BR)

Comments (0)

Powered by Springshare; all rights reserved. Report a tech support issue.
View this page in a format suitable for printers, mobile devices and screen-readers.

* Asterisk in guide title indicates core subject guide

© University of Southern California Contactus + Library feedback






»>Cervantes, Don Quijote den skarpsindige adelsmand Don Quijote av La
Mancha. 1916-1918. 2 v. (Norwegian) - on order

=0 engenhoso fidalgo D. Quixote de la Mancha, translated by Jose Bento.
Lisboa, 2005. (Portuguese)

>Yachay sapa wiraqucha Dun Quixote Manchmantan, translation by Demetrio
Tupac Yupanqui. Lima, 2005. (Quechua-Spanish. Part 1)

»Iscusital hidalge Don Quijote de la Mancha, translated by lon Frunzetti.
Bucuresti, 1994. (Romanian)

>Don Kikhot, translated by N. Liubimova. Moskva, 1953-54. (Russian)
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represented in various editions. Beyond the printed book there are a "wild variety” of
imagery and creative works-tapestries, statues, posters, ceramics, calendars and all manner
of tourist souvenirs, especially in Spain, Latin America and Puerto Rico--depicting Don
Quixote and Sancho and their imaginary world. (2/2009BR)
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Don Quixote on Film: II. Video and DVD Adaptations

Selected film adaptations of the novel Don Quijote de la Mancha.

How to find these films: click on each title to see the HOMER record, call number and
library location. Films in the Cervantes collection must be viewed in Doheny Library Special
Collections, Rm 206, Monday-Friday S9am-5pm and Saturdays 1-5pm. You may request your
selections in HOMER (next to the call number) before your visit or make your requests in
person.

For questions or an appointment with the librarian contact: brobinso@usc.edu

Cervantes y la leyenda de don Quijote.(Spanish) Boeckmann BKMDVD 166
Featuring film clips, reenactments, and dramatizations, this program examines the
imperishable spirit of Don Quixote through the life of Cervantes and his literary
masterpiece. Commentary by Glnter Grass, José Saramago, Mario Vargas Llosa, and
other authors.

Adventures of Don Quixote. (English and French) - Dir. by G.W. Pabst
Boeckmann BKMDWVD &2

Don Quichotte; or Don Kikhot. (Russian)--Dir. by G. M. Kozintsev - Boeckmann
BKMDVD 117

Don Quijote de la Mancha, segun la inmortal obra de Cervantes. (Spanish) -
Dir. by Rafael Gil. Boeckmann BKMDWVD 160

Don Quijote de Orson Welles. (Spanish and English) - Boeckmann BKIMDVD 97
Don Quixote. (English) - Dir. by Peter Yates. Boeckmann BKMWVID 131

Lost in La Mancha. (English) - dir. by Keith Fulton and Louis Pepe. Interviews
with Terry Gilliam. Boeckmann BKMDWD 80

Man of La Mancha [musical]. (English or Spanish, with subtitles) - Prod. and
dir. by Arthur Hiller, screenplay, Dale Wasserman. Boeckmann BKMDWD 90

El Quijote. (Spanish, with English subtitles) - Dir. Manuel Gutiérrez Aragon;
script, Camilo José Cela. Boeckmann BKMDVD 112 and BKMDVD 82
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